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Every phase of expression of ornamental 
design of the mediaeval period is 'worthy of study. 
We may specify the numerous and diversified 
series of coffrets or caskets . in every possible 
decorative material, iron,- brass, wood, ivory, 
leather, etc., carved, painted, embossed, chiseled, 
every variety of manipulation with the hammer 
and file, the graving tool or the gouge, each in- 
strument fashioning its appropriate material into 
forms of beauty differing as widely as possible in 
their decorative expressions or styles one from the 
other, modified again by the different modes of 
view of the respective nations of mediaeval Europe. 
We may note French styles differing with an in- 
finity of shades of variation from the neighboring 
Flemish and German contemporary versions ; 
England again displaying its own beautiful pecu- 
liarities, and the southern lands of Italy and Spain 
offering motives of admirable originality and 
beauty. An exhaustless field of design is in the 
goldsmith's or metal worker's craft, as in altar 
crosses, reliquaries monstrances, chalices, etc., in 
rich array, drinking cups, salt cellers, bowls, and 
in the more robust art of the blacksmith what 
admirable devices in locks, handles, hinges, 
knockers, coffers, etc. We find in these designs 
the natural and consistent and therefore the most 
artistic treatment, the hammer and file having, as 
it were, a language of their own. There is in 
classic art an element connecting it with the 
beautiful in nature which renders productions to 
which its principles are applied a constant means 
of pleasure. 



There is an increase in the cost of our chief 
decorative wood, mahogany, occasioned by the 
greater demand for it and the possibility that 
this demand will steadily increase. In addition, 
the disturbances in Central America, and the 
probability that the contracts for cutting the 
large sized logs of Mexican mahogany which go 
under the name of Tabasco wood and really are 
shipped from Guatemala, will lead to a falling off 
in exports ; the large sizes which are free from 
faults and crookedness, are becoming dearer. 
With the disturbances prevailing, consignees will 
no longer make their former liberal advances to 
those possessing privileges of cutting. 



The geometrical style has reached a fine point 
in parquet floors of walnut, oak, rosewood, holly, 
mahogany, and amaranth, and it would be for the 
interest of furniture designers in reference to 
borders and panels to study some of the combina- 



tions brought out by the manufacturers of these 
floors. A feature well worthy attention in refer- 
ence to ceilings and panels is the resultant effect 
of the intertwining of simple forms on those of 
interspaces, which latter may be filled up in 
woods of different hue. Thus if we connect in 
longitudinal tiers a six sided figure of equal sides 
between each two, and between the upper and 
lower tier, will appear the outline form of a six 
pointed star which interspace, the rest being inlay, 
may be raised and so render more effective con- 
trasting hues. 



We are surprised to find artistic journals 
designating as "a craze" any new departure in 
public taste whether as to material' or style. It is 
certain that the public has a larger share in in- 
fluencing "coming styles" than is -generally sup- 
posed. Both designers and manufacturers are 
watchful of the preferences displayed by the 
public, and guage by their purchases the extent 
and direction to which they will feel justified in 
proceeding in introducing decisive variations in 
novelties. Occasionally, it is true, the pendulum 
of fashion receives an erratic forward impulse; but 
in such case there is an unfailing reaction. There 
is a corrective tendency in popular judgment, as 
now trained and instructed in matters of art that 
corrects any apparent aberrations and establishes 
a certain form of equation, guarding not only 
against extremes but any permanent deflection, 
such as in former times fixed styles or conventional 
methods of rendering for an entire epoch. Change 
in the higher development and with more varied 
effects of recognized principles is that alone which 
pertains to art and any new development -is 
certainly not a "craze." 



The summer season is approaching when the 
population generally goes to the country and in- 
dulges in cooling pastimes and the reading of the 
best current literature ; we think that the resting 
thousands would find it a pleasant employment to 
study our paper and we want to have some one 
working for us— showing our paper, getting sub- 
scriptions, increasing our sales and generally doing 
what they can for us— in every summer resort of 
the country. If among our great number of 
readers there are any who will take this active 
interest in our work we will offer them a com- 
mission which will be satisfactory to them and 
amply repay the little time it will be necessary for 
them to give. 

We should be very glad to hear from any 
number of our patrons in any or all parts of the 
country. 



It is time that the interior of conservatories 
received more artistic attention. Tiles offer them- 
selves as an important means of decoration of 
borders of shelves, and glass cubes, colored, may 
with advantage be disposed in irregular accidental 
forms as a flooring embedded in Portland cement. 
A semi-oval projection at extremity might be 
furnished in rustic style to afford opportunity of 
resting and enjoying the vista of plants and 
flowers. 



To produce "something new" is a necessary 
and legitimate aim with those engaged in the arts 
of design, but unless designers have investigated 
the principles of these they will depend too much 
on mere adventitious combinations of form and 
color; with displays of workmanship reached by a 
certain dexterity of hand and accuracy of eye, the 
"something new" will prove unsatisfactory. 



